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a subscriber you are assisting in the Society’s indirectly contributing to local charities.
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PATRONS OF THE SOCIETY
his programme. The current subscription for Patrons is £20.00, the
booking. Apart from the privilege of early access to booking plans, as
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President’s Message

Good evening ladies and gentlemen, and welcome to Opera Week 2003. Itis both a
privilege and a pleasure for me to be speaking to you in this, my first year as President
of Airdrie & Coatbridge Amateur Operatic Society.

| would like to thank you for your support in attending our production of “Cabaret” this
evening.

This is the first time our society has staged this show, and, through the vision,
imagination and expertise of our Production Team - Ronnie Mackie, Jimmy Stubbs
and Anne Manuel, I'm sure you will find it a performance which is different, powerful,
moving and enjoyable.

Our session starts in September each year, and during the months from then until
now, a host of people have worked extremely hard to bring you the production you
will see tonight, and also to ensure the smooth, enjoyable and successful running of
our society.

Many of them are already named in this programme, and my grateful thanks, and
indeed the thanks of the society go to each and every one of them.

In addition, | would like to extend my thanks to the following people and groups-

The Main Committee, responsible for the general running of the society and for the
arrangements for the show, who have been a tremendous support and assistance to
me throughout the year.

The Social Committee, for their organisation of social and fundraising activities.
The Reading Comittee for their work in researching shows for the future.
Bruce and Alistair Wilkie for organising and running the bar throughout this week.

Moira Mclvor and her helpers for providing refreshments for cast, orchestra and stage
crew.

Front of House - ushers, programme, raffle tickets and ice cream sellers, tuck shop
assistants and tea room staff.

To all these people, to our Patrons and Commercial Patrons, and of course to you,
our audience - Thank You.

And now, | would like to ask you to come with us to Berlin, 1930, to the Kit Kat Club
for....CABARET.

Lewis A Paul

President




IN THE SPOTLIGHT

JEAN MOYES

How did you become involved in the Society?
I was always interested in singing and had done some solo work, and as my cousin was a
member of the club, I joined in 1952, a decision I have never regretted.

First Show?
Rio Rita, 1953.

Favourite show you have been in?
Most shows [ have enjoyed, but I think the 1989 Brigadoon was special as my daughter and
vounger son were on stage with me.

What show would you have liked to be in?
The Sound of Music or Oliver.

What was your most nerve-racking experience during a show?

I would say the last night of Maid of the Mountains in 1956, when my husband Archie and
myself became engaged, we were taken to the front of the stage at the finale and presented to
the audience.

What was the funniest incident?
1974, Fiddler on the Roof. My oldest son Karl was one of the children on stage for the fight
scene and got so engrossed with everything he forgot to come off and someone had to go back

for him.

What is your favourite song from a show?
“I could have danced all night” from My Fair Lady.

What is the best professional show you have seen?
Les Miserable or Phantom of the Opera.

Apart from Amateur Dramatics, what other interests do you have?
Bowling, sewing, our concert party, socialising and my family.

What do you enjoy most about the Society?
Still being able to go to rehearsals and singing along with the chorus. The many, many friends
I have made over the years. Our concert party. Here's to many more years.
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OBITUARY

Itis my sad duty to inform you that in the last year the Society lost two valued members.

Harold F. Hamilton

The sad death of Harry Hamilton on 27th May, 2002 has taken from our midst one of
the most ardent members of our Operatic Society. His demeanour and bravery during
his iliness were exemplary and profoundly affected all of us who had known and
respected him over the years.

As well as running his own accountancy business Harry’'s other interests included
being a Church Elder and President of both Airdrie Savings Bank and Rotary. He
always showed great interest in whatever he undertook and his pleasant manner,
sense of fun and tireless enthusiasm made him the most reliable of friends.

For over forty years he took a principal role in shaping the development of the Operatic
Society and from being a playing member, went on to serve in the posts of Secretary,
Treasurer, President and Honorary President. For several years he also took control
of programme advertising and layout. Harry possessed great flair and energy and to
those of us who remember, his term as Secretary was unsurpassed.

He was a well known face to many amongst our audiences. He will be in our thoughts
and sorely missed throughout this week.

We extend our sympathy to Harry’s wife Joan and to Christine and Craig. They are all
active members of our Society who we know will carry forward Harry's outstanding
legacy.

Willie Ferguson

On the 14th November, 2002 Willie Ferguson passed away. As stage director it falls
on me to say a few words about Willie. Many of you will have known Willie through his
many activities, not only as a Union Leader and Labour party stalwart but also as
local councillor and Lord Provost. For ACAOS and in particular myself Willie was
more than that. Willie was instrumental in bringing the “Ferguson Bros.” into the Town
Hall allowing us as a Club to put on our performances and reviews with ease. Willie's
job was to control and direct the Stage Crew, which allowed every performance to run
smoothly. Even when there were minor and sometimes major problems Willie was
always at the forefront trying and in most cases succeeding in solving those problems
without letting the onstage performance be affected. From my own point of view, as a
youngster helping out backstage, he was only too willing to explain how the various
pieces of equipment worked and how best to achieve the best and smoothest scene
changes. When, at the tender age of 17 | was asked if | would become Stage Director,
Willie was one of the first people | approached about me taking on the role. It's safe to
say that without his expertise, guidance and friendship | would not have been able to
carry out my duties as effectively and efficiently as | hope | have. Willie was without
doubt one of my greatest influences and his knowledge and passion for the Club will
be greatly missed by all at the Society. The condolences of the Society go to Willies
family.
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